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TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 

Policy Review Committee 

Meeting Minutes – July 29, 2016 

 

In attendance  

Donna Donahue, Selectboard member; Gary Baker, committee member; Beth Dow and Chris English, 

Town staff. 

 

Chris called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Approve Meeting Minutes of July 22, 2016.  Gary moved to approve the minutes of the July 22nd 

meeting as presented.  Donna seconded.  Unanimously approved. 

 

Continue Discussion of Potential Amendments to Vending Ordinance.  The Committee resumed its 

review of the Town’s Vending Ordinance, with a discussion about draft revisions that Donna had 

prepared following the July 22nd meeting.  Chris questioned whether the use of the word 

“Displaying” in the title and in the Purpose section of the ordinance was too vague, but Donna argued 

persuasively that the needs of the Town are better served by not attempting to define what 

constitutes commercial activity too narrowly.   

 

The following is a summary of the revisions that the Committee discussed: 

 

Title.  Amend to read “Town of Middlebury Ordinance to Regulate Commercial Activities Including, 

but Not Limited to Vending, Peddling, Soliciting and Displaying, on Public Property.” 

 

Section 1 – Purpose.  Amend the last sentence in last paragraph to read:  “These activities may be 

known or referred to as street vending, peddling or displaying.” 

 

Section 5– Exemptions from This Ordinance 

 

Paragraph 501.  Amend to read:  Commercial activity that occurs as part of an event that has been 

permitted under the Public Assemblage ordinance. 

 

Paragraph 502.  Delete. 

 

Paragraph 503.  Delete. 

 

Paragraph 504.  Delete. 

 

Having discussed these changes, the Committee paused to consider whether the proposed revisions 

went beyond the Selectboard’s original intent to address a very specific issue regarding commercial 

displays on Town sidewalks.  The Committee concluded that, while the existing Vending Ordinance is 
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sufficient to address the great majority of potential issues around commercial activity in public spaces 

that are likely to emerge, the revisions that were being discussed would strengthen the ordinance 

overall by linking it explicitly to the Public Assemblage Ordinance. 

 

The Committee agreed to resume the discussion at its next meeting, with a specific focus on defining 

the geographic area in Middlebury within with commercial activity should be prohibited and finalizing 

a recommendation for the Selectboard’s consideration. 

 

Next Meeting.  The next meeting of the Policy Review Committee will be on Friday, August 26th @  

8:00 a.m. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

Submitted by: 

Chris English 

Assistant Town Manager 


